
 

March 4, 2014 
 

Good afternoon Sen. Duff, Rep. Reed,  and members of the Energy & Technology Committee. I 
would like to express my support for HB-5408 An Act Concerning Tree Trimming.   

The United Illuminating Company had proposed an rather ambitious tree trimming program in 
my district.  The aggressive nature of this proposal has been disturbing to many residents who were not 
prepared for such a program and do not believe that they were appropriately informed as to the scope and 
timing of the project. Many of these residents believe that the best option would be to bury the lines rather 
than to trim the trees. 

While the post storm power failures made clear that a more aggressive tree trimming program is 
needed if the lines cannot be buried, this program must be done only after input from and sufficient notice 
to the town’s citizens.  It was never the intent of the General Assembly to run rough shod over property 
owners in pursuit of the tree trimming goal.   We need to develop a program that is less damaging to the 
environment, aesthetics, and property values. 

This legislation before you seeks to provide balance to the tree trimming process currently in place.  
Clearly, some trees must be cut down in order to preserve the integrity of the electrical grid and to prevent 
widespread power outages.  However,  after listening to the concerns of my constituents it became clear that 
the tree trimming process did not grant sufficient weight to the objections of individuals and tree wardens.   

       HB 5408 places the burden on the utility to prove that the trees to be taken down are a hazard 
and that the public convenience and necessity require them to be cut.   I would also ask you to consider 
adding the following provisions: 
 

 A semi-annual review and evaluation of the utilities' tree trimming plans.  Each review shall include 
a public comment period. 

 Require utilities to obtain written consent from property owners for the removal of trees on 
private property. 

 Review and amend the definition of what is a hazardous tree and require each tree to be assessed 
by utilizing an industry-wide system accepted as best practice. 

 Require utilities to replace a tree for every tree removed. 

 Require utilities to grind stumps of removed trees  

 Require the utilities to dedicate an employee with a direct phone line to answer questions, respond 
to inquiries and manage complaints or disputes relative to tree trimming. 

 Allow a municipality’s tree warden to make the final decision regarding the disposition of the tree. 
Considerations for their decisions shall include, but not limited to potential hazards, health of the 
tree and historical importance of the tree.  

 Require the utility or state agency to prove and identify the right of way when there is a dispute 
over the removal of a tree on private property. 

  
Thank you for considering this important legislation 
 

 


